
619

Department of Veterans Affairs § 17.156

§ 17.154 Dog-guides and equipment for
blind.

(a) Blind ex-members of the Armed
Forces entitled to disability compensa-
tion for a service-connected disability
may be furnished a trained dog-guide.
In addition, they may be furnished nec-
essary travel expense to and from their
places of residence to the point where
adjustment to the dog-guide is avail-
able and meals and lodging during the
period of adjustment, provided they are
required to be away from their usual
places of residence during the period of
adjustment.

(b) Mechanical and/or electronic
equipment considered necessary as aids
to overcoming the handicap of blind-
ness may also be supplied to bene-
ficiaries defined in paragraph (a) of
this section.

[26 FR 5872, June 30, 1961. Redesignated at 61
FR 21966, May 13, 1996]

AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT AND DRIVER
TRAINING

§ 17.155 Minimum standards of safety
and quality for automotive adaptive
equipment.

(a) The Under Secretary for Health or
designee is authorized to develop and
establish minimum standards of safety
and quality for adaptive equipment
provided under 38 U.S.C. chapter 39.

(b) In the performance of this func-
tion, the following considerations will
apply:

(1) Minimum standards of safety and
quality will be developed and promul-
gated for basic adaptive equipment spe-
cifically designed to facilitate oper-
ation and use of standard passenger
motor vehicles by persons who have
specified types of disablement and for
the installation of such equipment.

(2) In those instances where custom-
built adaptive equipment is designed
and installed to meet the peculiar
needs of uniquely disabled persons and
where the incidence of probable usage
is not such as to justify development of
formal standards, such equipment will
be inspected and, if in order, approved
for use by a qualified designee of the
Under Secretary for Health.

(3) Adaptive equipment, available to
the general public, which is manufac-
tured under standards of safety im-

posed by a Federal agency having au-
thority to establish the same, shall be
deemed to meet required standards for
use as adaptive equipment. These in-
clude such items as automatic trans-
missions, power brakes, power steering
and other automotive options.

(c) For those items where specific De-
partment of Veterans Affairs standards
of safety and quality have not as yet
been developed, or where such stand-
ards are otherwise provided as with
custom-designed or factory option
items, authorization of suitable adapt-
ive equipment will not be delayed. Ap-
proval of such adaptive equipment,
however, shall be subject to the judg-
ment of designated certifying officials
that it meets implicit standards of
safety and quality adopted by the in-
dustry or as later developed by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

[40 FR 8819, Mar. 3, 1975. Redesignated at 61
FR 21966, May 13, 1996, as amended at 62 FR
17072, Apr. 9, 1997]

§ 17.156 Eligibility for automobile
adaptive equipment.

Automobile adaptive equipment may
be authorized if the Under Secretary
for Health or designee determines that
such equipment is deemed necessary to
insure that the eligible person will be
able to operate the automobile or other
conveyance in a manner consistent
with such person’s safety and so as to
satisfy the applicable standards of li-
censure established by the State of
such person’s residency or other proper
licensing authority.

(a) Persons eligible for adaptive
equipment are:

(1) Veterans who are entitled to re-
ceive compensation for the loss or per-
manent loss of use of one or both feet;
or the loss or permanent loss of use of
one or both hands; or ankylosis of one
or both knees, or one of both hips if the
disability is the result of injury in-
curred or disease contracted in or ag-
gravated by active military, naval or
air service.

(2) Members of the Armed Forces
serving on active duty who are suf-
fering from any disability described in
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